p—

How a 34-year-old woman
travelled alone to document 119
rock-c.ut temples of Tamil Nadu

MT Saju

250ct 2024 8 57 AM (Updated 25 Oct 2024 10:28 AM

A digital camera that her husband gifted her on her birthday, a couple of lenses, a notebook and a bottle of water
Thilagavathy's backpack is not heavy as she has 1o retum home aflter visiting each rock-cut temple. A couple of
years ago. she told her husband that she wanted to document all the rock-cut temples in Tamil Nadu. He supported
his wife, a mother of two, but with a condition Knowing the remoteness of the location in which many rock-cut
temples in Tamil Nadu are situated, he told Thilagavathy not 10 stay anywhere in the night and return home as early
8% possible

The journey in search of rock-cut lemples that Thilagavathy started in 2022 ended in September with a unigue leat
She was able to take photographs of all the 119 rock-cut temples and structures in Tamil Nadu, travellinn slone
across the state. If you are familiar with the geography of Tamil Nadu. you will know how difficult @t |sle —
rock-cut temples of which most are situated in the remote pockets and hills. It was challenging but there existed a
connection, according o her, that eventually led her from one rock-cut 10 the other. Even though there are
innumerable studies on the rock-cut temples of Tamil Nadu, no one has so far photographed the entire structures
the way Thilagavathy did. With a long list of 115 rock-cut structures and more than 1,700 photographs, Thilagavathy
is planning to bring out a coffee-table book with the heip of a Iem:ng publisher
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STONE TRAILS

Photographer documents 119 rock-cut
temples in Tamil Nadu

Padmini.Sivarajah@timesofindia.com

Winding roads, remote

locations, rugged landscape,
and even a frightening
encounter with a group of
drunks — A Thilagavathy faced
several challenges in her
twoyear-long journey to
document Tamil Nadu'’s
rockcut temples. The
photographer is now all set to
showcase her collection of

1,200 clicks, capturing 119



HOW A 34-YEAR-OLD WOMAN
TRAVELLED ALONE TO DOCUMENT 119
ROCK-CUT TEMPLES OF TAMIL NADU

In about two years,
Thilagavathy was able to
take photographs of all the
119 rock-cut temples and
structures in Tamil Nadu,
" travelling alone across the
state. The road, however, is
not easy, writes MT Saju.
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